
 

 

 

 

 

Reading Spine  

Whole School Yearly Overview 

 

Nursery Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Key Texts  
High quality texts 

chosen using ‘Books for 

Topics’ and the ‘Book 

Trusts Recommended 

Reads’. Plus, a selection 

of ‘old favourites’. 

-The Enormous Turnip 

-Room on the broom  

-Starting School  

-Peace at Last  

-Guess how much I love 

you  

-Goldilocks and the 

three bears  

-Harry and His 

Bucketful of Dinosaurs 

Start School 

-Kitchen Disco  

-How do you make a 

rainbow?  

-Feelings  

-The First Christmas  

-The magic crayon  

- Kindness makes us 

strong  

-Diwali 

-One day on our blue 

planet  

-Love our earth  

-Mini Rabbit not lost  

-Follow the Swallow  

-The marvellous moon 

map  

-The Owl and the 

Pussycat 

-Jack and the 

Beanstalk  

-Lift and look fruit and 

vegetables  

-Over and under the 

pond  

-Seasons  

-Daisy eat your peas!  

-The little red hen 

-Owl Babies  

-Find out about animal 

babies  

-Lulu gets a cat  

-A good place  

-Who is in the egg?  

-The Magic Porridge 

Pot 

-Which food will you 

choose?  

-Amelia Earhart  

-The little red train  

– the runaway train  

- The Gruffalo  

- Poo in the zoo  

-The giant jam 

sandwich  

-We’re going on a bear 

hunt 

Enrichment Texts 
Carefully selected 

texts to be shared 

throughout the term 

during daily story time 

sessions. Opportunity 

is also given for ‘child’s 

choice’. 

-If only  

-Harvest Festival  

-Lakshmi and the 

clever washerwoman 

-Stick Man The 

Gruffalo’s Child  

-Elmer’s Christmas  

-Peppa Pig Christmas  

- Harry and his 

bucketful of dinosaurs 

-One snowy night 

-Alien’s love 

underpants  

-The Gingerbread Man 

-3 Little Pigs  

-Elmer and the windy 

day  

-The Town Mouse and 

the country mouse 

-Bugs, bees and buzzy 

creatures  

-Farm Animals  

-Forest Life and 

Woodland Creatures  

-Rainforest  

-Trees  

-How Flowers Grow 

-Tadpoles and Frogs -

Caterpillars and 

Butterflies  

-Bugs  

-Bees and Wasps  

-Ants  

-Reptiles  

-Spot visits the farm 

-Supertato  

-Zippo the super Hippo 

-Superworm  

-Fireman Sam  

-Topsy and Tim Go On 

Aeroplane 

Key Songs and 

Rhymes 

Tidy up time, If You're 

Happy and You Know 

It, Head, Shoulders, 

Knees and Toes, Make 

a Face, Dingle Dangle 

Scarecrow, and Big Red 

Tractor 

Rudolph The Red 

Nosed Reindeer, When 

Santa Got Stuck Up 

The Chimney, Funny 

Little Snowman and On 

Christmas Day Hey, 

Hey, Hey, Hey 

Twinkle Twinkle Little 

Star, 5 Little Men In a 

Flying Saucer, Zoom, 

Zoom, Zoom, We're Going 

To The Moon, The Owl 

and the Pussycat, Wheels 

On The Bus 

Here We Go Round The 

Mulberry Bush, Four 

Seasons, Hickety 

Pickety My Red Hen, 

Five Little Peas In A 

Pea Pod Pressed, Mrs 

Bunny Looks Funny 

Old McDonald Had A 

Farm 

Here Is The Beehive 

Wiggly Woo 

Tiny Caterpillar On A 

Leaf 

Mary Had A Little 

Lamb 

She’ll Be Coming Round 

The Mountain 

Down At The Airport 

Five Superheros 

Going On A Bear Hunt 



 

 

 

Reception Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Key Texts  
High quality texts 

chosen using ‘Books for 

Topics’ and the ‘Book 

Trusts Recommended 

Reads’. Plus, a selection 

of ‘old favourites’. 

-You Choose by Pippa 

Goodhart and Nick 

Sharratt  

-The Colour Monster 

by Anna Llenas  

-Oi Frog by Kes Grey -

Pumpkin Soup by Helen 

Cooper 

-Zim Zam Zoom by 

James Carter and 

Nicola Colton  

-Little Robin Red Vest 

by Jan Fearnley  

-The Jolly Christmas 

Postman by Janet and 

Allan Ahlberg 

-The Three Little Pigs 

-The Gingerbread Man 

-Little Red Riding Hood 

-The Extraordinary 

Gardener by Sam 

Boughton  

-Handa’s Surprise by 

Eileen Browne  

-Clean Up by Nathan 

Bryon and Dapo Adeola 

-Peepo by Janet and 

Allan Ahlberg  

-The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar by Eric 

Carle  

-Once There Were 

Giants by Martin 

Waddell 

-Super Duper You by 

Sophie Henn  

-Supertato by Sue 

Hendra  

-Super Kid by Claire 

Freedman & Sarah 

McIntyre 

Enrichment Texts 
Carefully selected 

texts to be shared 

throughout the term 

during daily story time 

sessions. Opportunity 

is also given for ‘child’s 

choice’. 

-A Handful of Buttons 

by Carmen Parets Luge 

-Elmer by David McKee 

-Never let a Diplodcus 

Draw by Rashmi 

Sirdeshpande & Diane 

Ewen Pattans  

-pumpkin by Chitra 

Soundar 

-The Best Diwali Ever 

by Sonali Shah  

-Peace at Last by Jill 

Murphy  

-Little Glow by Katie 

Sahota and Harry 

Woodgate  

-The Tree That’s 

Meant to Be by Yuval 

Zommer 

-The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff  

-Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears  

-Once Upon a FairyTale 

by Natalie O’Hara  

-The Ghanian 

Goldilocks by Dr 

Tamara Pizzoli 

-Welcome to our World 

by Moira Butterfield 

and Harriet Lynas 

Martha  

-Maps It Out by Leigh 

Hodgkinson  

-Change starts with us 

by Sophie Beer  

-A place called Home: 

Lonely Kids Planet 

-The Tiger Who Came 

to Tea by Judith Kerr  

-The Growing Story by 

Ruth Krauss and Helen 

Oxenbury  

-Dogger by Shirley 

Hughes  

-Each Peach Pear Plum 

by Janet and Allan 

Ahlberg  

-Tad by Benji Davies 

-My First Heroes Eco 

Warriors  

-Little People Big 

Dreams series – 

specifically chosen 

linked to children’s 

interests. 

Key Songs Head, Shoulders, Knees 

and Toes.  

One Finger on Thumb 

Keep Moving.  

Counting songs to 5  

Big Red Combine 

Harvester (Out of the 

Ark Music) 

Autumn Leaves (Out of 

the Ark Music) 

Pumpkin Head (Out of 

the Ark Music) 

One, Two, Three Little 

Acorns (Out of the 

Ark Music)  

Songs as chosen for 

the Christmas 

performance. 

It’s Winter Time (Out 

of the Ark Music)  

Jack Frost (Out of the 

Ark Music)  

Socks (Out of the Ark 

Music) 

Snowdrop (Out of the 

Ark Music)  

Spring In My Toes 

(Out of the Ark Music) 

Easter Bunny (Out of 

the Ark Music) 

A Tiny Seed Was 

Sleeping (Out of the 

Ark Music)  

Dance With Your 

Fingers (Out of the 

Ark Music)  

Caterpillar (Out of the 

Ark Music) 

Happy Sun High (Out 

of the Ark Music) 

Steam Train (Out of 

the Ark Music) 

Sunglasses (out of the 

Ark Music) 

Key Poems  
(The Poetry Basket) 

-Chop Chop  

-Pointy Hat  

-Falling Apples  

-Leaves Are Falling 

-Five Little Pumpkins  

-Breezy Weather  

-Cup of Tea 

-Popcorn  

-I Can Build a Snowman 

-Let’s Put on Our 

Mittens  

-A Little House  

-Spring Wind  

-Hungry Birdies  

-A Little Seed  

-A Little Shell  

-Five Little Peas  

-Under a Stone  

-I have a Little Frog  

-Thunderstorm  

-Five Little Owls  

-If I Were So Very 

Small  



 

 

 

-Carrot Nose  

-Pancakes 

-Mrs Bluebird -The Fox -The Fox  

-Monkey Babies 

Year 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Key Texts  
High quality texts 

chosen using ‘Books for 

Topics’ and the ‘Book 

Trusts Recommended 

Reads’. Plus, a selection 

of ‘old favourites’. 

-Cave Baby by Julia 

Donaldson and Emily 

Gravett 

-Sidney, Stella and the 

Moon by Emma Yarlett 

The Day the Crayons 

Quit by Drew Daywalt 

and Oliver Jeffers 

-Oliver’s Vegetables by 

Vivian French  

 

-I Want My Hat Back 

by Jon Klassen 

-Send for a Superhero 

by Michael Rosen and 

Katharine McEwan 

- Peggy the Always 

Sorry Pigeon by Wendy 

Meddour and Carmen 

Saldana 

-Zim Zam Zoom by 

James Carter and 

Nicola Colton 

-Have You Filled a 

Bucket Today? By 

Carol McCloud and 

David Messing 

-Beegu by Alexis 

Deacon 

-Leo and the Octopus 

by Isabelle Marinov 

- The Colour Monster 

by Anna Llenas 

- My Many Coloured 

Days by Dr. Seuss 

- Martha Doesn’t Say 

Sorry by Samantha 

Berger 

-Stanley’s Stick by 

John Hegley and Neal 

Layton 

-Dinosaurs and all that 

Rubbish by Michael 

Foreman 

-Have You Filled a 

Bucket Today? By 

Carol McCloud and 

David Messing 

-The Rainbow Fish by 

Marcus Pfister 

 

 

-Lost and Found by 

Oliver Jeffers 

-Pig the Pug by Aaron 

Blabey 

- It’s Okay to be 

Different by Todd Parr 

-Perfectly Norman by 

Tom Percival 

-Family Book by Todd 

Parr  

- And Tango Makes 

Three by Simon and 

Schuster 

-Same, Same but 

Different by Jenny 

Sue Kostecki-Shaw 

-The Queen Engineer 

by Suzanne Hemming 

-The Magic Bed by 

John Burningham 

-Julian is a Mermaid by 

Jessica Love 

-The Princess Who 

Could Not Sleep by An 

Leysen 

-Memory Jars by 

Caldecott Honoree 

Vera Brosgol 

 

Enrichment Texts 
Carefully selected 

texts to be shared 

throughout the term 

during daily story time 

sessions. Opportunity 

is also given for ‘child’s 

choice’. 

-The Boy Who 

Harnessed the Wind 

by William Kamkwamba 

-Adoette by Lydia 

Monks 

-Little Leaders Bold 

Women in Black 

History by Vashti 

Harrison 

-Little People Big 

Dreams- Rosa Parks by 

Lisbeth Kaiser 

-Little People Big 

Dreams- Martin Luther 

King Jr. by Maria 

-Martha Maps It Out 

By Leigh Hodgkinson 

- Coming to England by 

Floella Benjamin and 

Diane Ewen 

- Paper Dolls by Julia 

Donaldson and Rebecca 

Cobb 

- Window by Jeannie 

Baker 

- Naughty Bus by Jan 

and Jerry Oke 

- Mixed by Arree 

Chung 

- Old Bear by Jane 

Hissey 

- Can’ you Sleep little 

bear? By Martin 

Waddell 

-The Everywhere Bear 

by Julia Donaldson and 

Rebecca Cobb 

- The Lost Property 

Office by Emily Rand 

-Dogger by Shirley 

Hughes 

- Speak Up by Nathan 

Byron and Dapo Adeola 

- Stickman by Julia 

Donaldson 

-The Snail and the 

Whale by Julia 

Donaldson 

- Monkey Puzzle by 

Julia Donaldson and 

Axel Scheffler 

-Tree: Seasons Come, 

Seasons Go by Patricia 

Hegarty 

 & Britta Teckentrup 

-Storm by Sam Usher 

 

 

-Little People Big 

Dreams- Neil 

Armstrong by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez 

Vergara 

-Little People Big 

Dreams- Ernest 

Shackleton by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez 

Vergara 

-Where the Wild 

things are by Morris 

Sendak 

-Lost and Found by 

Oliver Jeffers 

-Invisible String by 

Patrice Karst 

- The Friendship Bench 

by Wendy Meddour 

and Daniel Egneus 

- Shu Lin’s Grandpa by 

Matt Goodfellow and 

Yu Rong 

- A Letter from your 

Teacher on the last 

day of school by 

Shannon Olsen and 

Sandie Sonke 

 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/tree-seasons-come-seasons-go/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/tree-seasons-come-seasons-go/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/storm/


 

 

 

Isabel Sanchez 

Vergara 

- Lost in the Toy 

Museum by David Lucas 

-Major Glad, Major 

Dizzy by Jan Oke and 

Ian Nolan 

-Toys and Games by 

Sally Hewitt 

 

- The Dot by Peter H 

Reynolds 

- Where the Poppies 

Now Grow by Hilary 

Robinson and Martin 

Impey 

-Lucy’s Blue Day by 

Federica Bartolini 

-So Much by Trish 

Cooke 

Traditional Tales-  

Little Red Riding Hood 

The Three Little Pigs 

The Enormous Turnip 

The Gingerbread Man 

-Lunar New Year 

Around the World by 

Amanda Li and Angel 

Chang 

 

 

 

 

 -How to Catch a Star 

by Oliver Jeffers 

-Oi! Get off our Train 

by John Burningham 

- I am the Seed that 

Grew the Tree: A 

Nature Poem for Every 

Day of the Year by 

Fiona Waters and 

Frann Preston-Gannon  

- Sam Plants a 

Sunflower by Kate 

Petty and Axel 

Scheffler 

- It Starts with a Bee 

by QED and Jennie 

Webber 

- The  Great Explorer 

by Chris Judge 

 

Key Songs Hey You! (Charanga) 

The Singing Vegetables 

(Out of the Ark) 

Conkers (Out of the 

Ark) 

Song for Every Season 

(Out of the Ark) 

 

 

 

Rhythm in the Way We 

Walk (Charanga) 

Songs as chosen for 

the Christmas 

performance 

The Christingle Song 

by Nic the Vic 

We Will Remember 

(Out of the Ark) 

 

In The Groove 

(Charanga) 

Snow Song (Out of the 

Ark) 

Pancakes (Out of the 

Ark) 

The Body Song (Out of 

the Ark) 

 

 

Round And Round 

(Charanga) 

Spring Chicken (Out of 

the Ark) 

My Mum (Out of the 

Ark) 

Spring time (Out of 

the Ark) 

Sing Out an Easter 

Song (Out of the Ark) 

 

Your Imagination 

(Charanga) 

Lovely Summer’s Day 

(Out of the Ark)  

Now That Summer Has 

Come (Out of the Ark) 

Seed Song (Out of the 

Ark) 

 

 

 

All Charanga songs 

from across the Year 

This Day (Out of the 

Ark) 

Hip, Hip, Hooray! (Out 

of the Ark) 

 

Key Poems 
(The Poetry Basket) 

(Zim Zam Zoom) 

-Chop Chop  

-Who has seen the 

Wind 

-Basket of apples 

 

 

-Firework Poem 

(Zim Zam Zoom) 

- Leaf Lines 

(Read Me First) 

 

 

-Hey, Let’s Go 

- Teddy Afraid 

(Zim Zam Zoom) 

- On the Ning Nang 

Nong 

(Higglety, Pigglety, 

Pop) 

- The Owl and the 

Pussy-Cat 

(Read Me First) 

- My Card for Father’s 

Day  

(Read Me First) 

-Fruit Picking 

(Read Me first) 

-Dance (Poetry basket) 

Take a Poem (Zim Zam 

Zoom) 



 

 

 

-Pitter Patter (Poetry 

Basket)  

Year 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Key Texts  
High quality texts 

chosen using ‘Books for 

Topics’ and the ‘Book 

Trusts Recommended 

Reads’. Plus, a selection 

of ‘old favourites’. 

-Wolves by Emily 

Gravett,  

-Goldilocks and the 

three bears by Lauren 

Child 

-You & Me by Anthony 

Browne 

-Goldilocks & Just the 

One Bear by Leigh 

Hodgkinson 

-The Name Jar by 

Yangsook Choi 

-The Journey Home by 

Frann Preston-Gannon, 

-We Are Water 

Protectors by Carole 

Lindstrom 

-Chicken Clicking by 

Jeanne Willis and Tony 

Ross  

-Digiduck’s Big Decision 

by Childnet --Little 

Red Riding Hood 

- Smartie the Penguin 

by Childnet 

- Mud Boy by Sarah 

Siggs and Amy Crosby 

-The Bear Under the 

Stairs by Helen Cooper 

-The Minpins by Roald 

Dahl 

-Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears 

 -Miss Polly had a Dolly 

-Jack and Jill 

-Tadpole’s Promise by 

Jeanne Willis 

-Grandad’s Camper by 

Harry Woodgate 

-If All the World 

Were by Joseph 

Coelho 

-Mister Seahorse by 

Eric Carle  

-Once There Were 

Giants by Martin 

Waddell  

-Boys and Girls by 

Lynwen Jones  

-Ask First Monkey by 

Juliet Clare Bell 

-The Dragon Machine 

by Helen Ward 

-Toys in Space by Mini 

Grey 

-Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

The Great Fire of 

London by Emma 

Adams  

-Rosie Revere, 

Engineer by Andrea 

Beaty 

-The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar by Eric 

Carle  

-Mum and Dad Glue by 

Kes Gray  

-Boris Starts School 

by Carrie Weston 

Enrichment Texts 
Carefully selected 

texts to be shared 

throughout the term 

during daily story time 

sessions. Opportunity 

is also given for ‘child’s 

choice’. 

-Find Out about… 

Animal Homes by 

Martin Jenkins and 

Jane McGuinness 

-The Emerald Forest 

by Catherine Ward and 

Karin Littlewood 

The Twits- Roald Dahl 

 

-The Night Before 

Christmas by Clement 

C Moore and Stacey 

Thomas 

-Mad About Minibeasts 

by Gile Andreae and 

David Wojtowycz 

-Bug Hotel by Libby 

Walden and Clover 

Robin 

- The Penguin Who 

Wanted To Find Out 

by Jill Tomlinson and 

Paul Howard 

-Little People Big 

Dreams- Neil 

Armstrong by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez 

Vergara 

- Little People Big 

Dreams- Amelia 

Earhart by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez 

Vergara 

- Flying Free: How 

Bessie Coleman’s 

Dreams Took Flight by 

Karyn Parsons 

- The Darkest Dark by 

Chris Hadfield and 

- Tad by Benji Davies 

-Lifesize Baby Animals 

by Sophy Henn 

-The Butterfly 

Bouquet by Nicola 

Davies and Hannah 

Peck 

- Rivers: An incredible 

journey from source to 

sea by Simon Chapman 

and Qu Lan 

-A River by Marc 

Martin 

- What a Wonderful 

World by Leisa  

-Look Inside a Castle 

by Conrad Mason and 

Barry Ablett 

-The Head That Wears 

a Crown by Rachel 

Piercey and Emma 

Wright 

-Queen Elizabeth II 

and the Kings and 

Queens of Great 

Britain by Rachael 

Saunders 

-King Charlies III: 

Celebrating His 

Majesty’s Coronation 

- The Rhythm of the 

Rain by Grahame 

Baker-Smith 

-The Lost Whale by 

Hannah Gold and Levi 

Pinfold 

-Flotsam by David 

Wieser 



 

 

 

-The Lights that Dance 

in the Night by Yuval 

Zommer 

-Handa’s Surprise by 

Eileen Browne 

- Anna Hibiscus by 

Atinuke 

 

 

Kate Fillion and The 

Fan Brothers 

-How to be an 

Astronaut and Other 

Space Jobs by Dr 

Sheila Kanani and Sol 

Linero 

Stewart-Sharpe and 

Lydia Hill 

-Here We Are by 

Oliver Jeffers 

-Dear Earth by Isabel 

Otter and Clara 

Anganuzzi 

Big Feelings- Swapna 

Haddow 

Bad Panda-Swapna 

Haddow 

The Easter Story-

Usborne Bible Tales 

Nen and the Lonely 

Fisherman-Ian 

Eagleton 

and Reign by Andrea 

Mills and Jennie Poh 

-Our King Charles by 

Eleanor Grey and Rose 

Gerrard 

- The Extraordinary 

Gardener by Emily 

Hughes 

Little people Big 

Dreams: Mother 

Teresa by Maria Isabel 

Sanchez Vergara 

 

Dave Pigeon-Swapna 

Haddow 

Key Songs Hands, Feet, Heart 

(Charanga) 

Harvest Samba (Out of 

the Ark) 

Ho Ho Ho 

Songs as chosen for 

the Christmas 

performance 

 

I Wanna Play In A 

Band (Charanga) 

Zootime (Charanga) 

Risen-Songs for every 

Easter-Out of the Ark 

Friendship Song 

(Charanga) 

All Charanga songs 

from across the Year 

Y2 Leavers Play Song 

Leaver’s Song (Out of 

the Ark) 

Key Poems The Boy Who Cried 

Wolf and other poetry 

from Aesop’s Fables by 

Rob Crisell 

Twas the night before 

Christmas: Clement C 

Moore 

We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt by Michael Rosen 

and Helen Oxenbury 

Here are flowers 

(Mother’s Day poem) 

If I were a King by A.A 

Milne 

The King’s Breakfast 

by A.A. Milne 

The Great Fire of 

London by Paul Perro 

A Tiny Burning Flame-

A Twinkl Poem 

 

 

 


